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Businesses have become important actors in global gover-
nance. They are not only pivotal addressees of standards 
(standard-takers), but also assume different roles of stan-
dard-making. This has far-reaching effects on their legiti-
macy, their power and thus their authority as global gover-
nors. Classic approaches that neatly distinguish between 
public and private actors in global governance do not suf-
ficiently capture these developments, because businesses 
(and other governance actors) assume public and private 
roles, as well as a third kind of roles that transcend notions 
of public and private. To understand these roles in how they 
shape authority and what this means for standard-setting in 
global governance, this talk suggests to extend the public–
private relationship with a third – the ‘societal’ category, in 
order to develop novel perspectives on the multiple forms 
of governance authority.
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